
Sermon Notes                                             Providence Community Church 
11-25-18 Ken Carlton                                                                                           Title: BORN FOR ADVERSITY                          
Main Text: Genesis 4:1-12 
Aim: IN BEHOLDING THE WRETCHEDNESS OF SIN, WE MIGHT BE MOVED TO TREASURE AND 
CHAMPION OUR SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST. 
Sermon Description: Genesis chapter four opens with a hopeful declaration from Eve – the mother of all living, 
(3:20) “I have gotten a man with the help of the Lord.”  she exclaims.  Her hopes that her first-born may be the 
promised deliverer are short lived however, as he disqualifies himself with the murder of his brother.  In this one 
act, Cain renders Eve's words hollow.  Neither he, nor Abel were the promised one.  Instead, these early events in 
the biography of earth's first family further demonstrate the reach and horror of sin as it has obviously affected 
Adam, Eve, and now, their children.  Proverbs 17:17 reminds us that in a fallen world, relationships that ought to 
be the closest and most loyal, are more ofter plagued with violent hostility.  “A friend loves at all times, and a 
brother is born for adversity.”:  As the next chapter in Genesis testifies – sin does not dilute itself with the birth 
of a new generation, but instead, left to its own devices, it often manifests itself with even greater intensity.  To 
this day, the latest generation of mankind are proving the sinful horror of the human condition unless and until 
they experience the redeeming power of Christ Jesus alone.  In the meantime, the conflict between the seed of 
the serpent (Cain) and the seed of the woman (Abel) takes center stage in our text today... 

                     Heading: ...OCCASIONS CONFIRMING THE FALLEN CONDITION... 

1. RITUAL WORSHIP  (Gen 4:1-5)                 
a. Universal reality                       b. Paganism (Heb 11:4)               c. True worship (Ex 13:2, 12-16, Lev 3:14-17) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. DIVINE REVELATION   (Gen 4:6-8)                  
a. Instructive                                    b. Personal                                  c. Gracious                              d. Disregarded 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. JUDICIAL RECKONING  (Gen 4:9-12)      
a. Day of the Lord                  b. Scales of justice (Mat 23:29-36, Rev 6:9-11)                             c. Under the curse  
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

…................................................................................................................................................................................. 
FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
Monday                       Tuesday                  Wednesday                Thursday                 Friday               Saturday 
Theme:                      Theme:                        Theme:                        Theme:                    Theme:                Theme: 
Worship                                 First and best                               Revelation                                Reckoning                         Final day                       Next week 
 Verses:                           Verses:                             Verses:                          Verses:                       Verses:                      Verses: 
Gen 4:1-5                                Ex 13:12-16                             Gen 4:6-8                                 Gen 4:9-12                        Rev 6:9-11                        Gal 3:1-9 
 FURTHER STUDY: see 'Excerpts' posted weekly at providencecrosslake.com   
 NEXT WEEK:    Galatians 3:1-9


