Sermon Notes                   




                     Providence Community Church
2-7-21  Ken Carlton                               .                                                             Title: GLORIOUS SUFFERING
Main Text: I Peter 4:11-19                                                                                          --worship text: Psalm 70--
Aim: TO EQUIP THE CHURCH BY MEANS OF THE WORD TO ENDURE FIERY TRIALS..
Sermon Description: Peter reiterates and summarizes the main exhortation themes of his epistle in this section.  Those who took to heart this epistle would not have been shocked, disillusioned, or broken by persecution sure to come for many in the early church.  In fact, early church history bears witness to the opposite, sometimes in the extreme.  There were those who sought to be martyred as the pursuit of high Christian virtue even as there were many who denied the faith under intense cultural and physical coercion.  Between these two extremes, Peter advocates for a sober resolve and an abiding joy in every circumstance recognizing that the decree of a sovereign God is so ordered as to bring about His glorious purposes even through hardship.  Tying his admonitions to the gospel at every point, Peter reminds us of the purposes and plan of God through the suffering and death of His Son at the crucifixion.  In this way, he joins the chorus of New Testament instruction like the words we read in Hebrews 12:1-2, where we are encouraged to: “look to Jesus..... who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross”.  We share in the sufferings of Christ as believers in every age – not as further means of atonement – that work is finished.  Instead, the trials that He has ordained for His church are the means whereby He will glorify Himself in additional ways for example: To purify His bride, to deepen our dependence on Him, to testify of the strength of faith to others, to produce Godly character and growth in holiness, etc.. Today we learn this principle from a man who fell prey to his own flesh and later was restored unto powerful apostolic witness...
                                  Heading: ELECT EXILE CHRISTIANS MAINTAIN... 
1. A FIERY TRIAL RESOLVE   (I Peter 4:11-13)
a. Christian obedience bedrock                                                         b. A means of grace (James 1:2-4, Rom 5:3-5)       

c. Joy considering (Acts 5:40-42)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. A NAME WORTHY OF THE COST    (14-16)

a. Christianity is expensive (Mat 5:11-12)      b.  Occasions for offense     c. Suffering unashamed  (Lk 22:54-62)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. A JUDGEMENT FOREBEARING STATION    (17-19)
a. When fire comes (I Pet 1:6-7)               b. Lesser/greater argument (Prov 11:31)                 c. “Melodic Line”  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

….................................................................................................................................................................................
FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:

Monday                       Tuesday                  Wednesday                Thursday                 Friday               Saturday
Theme:                      Theme:                        Theme:                        Theme:                    Theme:                Theme:
Trial in context                        Resolve                                    The cost                                   Enduring                              Example                        Next Week

 Verses:                           Verses:                             Verses:                          Verses:                        Verses:                    Verses: 
I Pet 1:6-7                                I Pet 4:11-13                               14-16                                      17-19                               Acts 5:40-42                        Ps 112
