
Sermon Notes                                                                                                      Providence Community Church  
3-18-18 Ken Carlton                                                                                           Title: HISTORY OF DISCIPLINE 
Main Text: Psalm 78:56-72
Aim: EQUIP TO APPLY ASAPH'S INTERPRETATION OF TIMES ACCORDING TO COVENANT
Sermon Description: As we follow the historical record of the dealings of God with His people featured in 
Asaph's song, we have now moved from the wilderness to the promised land.  In spite of blessings promised and 
received, the all too familiar refrain is echoed once again in verse 56 “Yet they tested and rebelled against the 
most High God and did not keep His testimonies.”  We learn quickly from the inspired historiography of the 
Psalms that blessings and comfort can yield complacency and rebellion just as easily as trying providences can 
move a people toward resentment and rebellion.  Our sin is a matter of the heart, not our environment, socio-
economic condition, oppressed status, victim complex or otherwise.  A fruitful study through O.T. History 
recommended along these lines is to follow the course, location, condition, and prominence of the Ark of the 
Covenant through the record of Judges and Kings.  The spiritual state of the people corresponding to the plight 
of the symbol of God's presence among them is telling.  Asaph recognizes this and provides us snapshots from 
the covenantal/historical record that are applicable for all time.  When nothing is sacred among a people, they 
are thrown into spiritual chaos.  While this condition may be the delusional dream of hedonistic preferences, it is 
soon proven the judgement of God on their own heads.  

          Heading: ......CHARTING THE PATTERN OF SOVEREIGN DISIPLINE IN PS 78...

1. GOD'S FAVOR REJECTED    (Ps 78:56-58)                  
a. Historical landmark (Judges 2:8-16)    b. Deceitful bow  (Hos 7:15-16)     c. Anger & jealousy (II Cor 11:1-4)          
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. GOD'S FAVOR REMOVED    (Ps 78:59-64)                   
a. Landmark (I Sam 4:3-11)                      b. Culture derailed (Rev 18:19-24)                       c. Power, glory, wrath
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. GOD'S FAVOR RETURNS   (Ps 78:65-72)         
a. Landmark (II Sam 7:8-17)    b. Strongman & shepherd       c. Election         d. Fulfillment (Mat 21:6-10, 15-16)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

….................................................................................................................................................................................
FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Monday                       Tuesday                  Wednesday                Thursday                 Friday               Saturday
Theme:                      Theme:                        Theme:                        Theme:                    Theme:                Theme:
Favor rejected                       Favor removed                       Favor returns                           Landmark #1                       Landmark #2                 Landmark #3
 Verses:                           Verses:                             Verses:                          Verses:                       Verses:                      Verses:
Ps 78:56-58                           78:59-64                                         78:65-72                          Judges 2:8-16                         I Sam 4:3-11                II Sam 7:8-17
   FURTHER STUDY:   see 'Excerpts' posted weekly at providencecrosslake.com    
   NEXT WEEK:      Guest Speaker: John Lawry (You are sending Ken & Nikki on vacation....THANKYOU!!!!!)


