
Sermon Notes                                                                                                      Providence Community Church  
1-24-16 Ken Carlton                                                                                                                Title: WOE TO YOU  
Main Text: Matthew 23:13-22
Sermon Description: The fundamental error most prevalently on display among the religious of Jesus' day was 
hypocrisy.  The most accurate description of the sin of hypocrisy in context is given in the prologue to the woes 
of Mat 23 in verse 36... “They preach, but do not practice”.  The Pharisees and scribes made lip service to God, 
but in reality their religious devotion revolved around themselves.  Furthermore, the nature of their crimes was 
exponentially worse given their influence on others.  This record of wickedness is a sobering reminder that no 
one sins in a vacuum and we can only, and will only underestimate the collateral damage of our unconfessed sin.  
Thank you Lord for the overwhelming power of redemption in Christ's blood!  Our text today is deadly serious. 
perhaps the following could help provide perspective: For all the abuses we could never endorse documented 
through history and charged against the heavy handed institutional church, there is one related truth that should 
not be lost upon us in this age of metastasizing relativism: The seriousness of religious treason presupposed in 
the burning of actual heretics.  Our text today proves that ultimate heretics will inevitably burn whether in this 
life, or in the next!  As each indictment is introduced in Mat 23 with Christ's proclamation of 'woe'... let us be 
sobered with the shuddering reality of Christ's words.  Our text compels the spiritual equivalent of the response 
to a bombing raid siren sounding under the dull rumble of heavy aircraft and approaching explosions.
  
                         Heading: COVENANT LAWSUIT CHARACTERISTICS...
1. STRUCTURE    
a. Covenant    b. 'Woe' context (Is 5:8-23, Hab 2:6-20, Rev 9:1-12)     c. Telling references (15,33,21,24:1, Ez 10)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
2. THREE GRIEVANCES     (Mt 23:13-22)  
a. Censoring the gospel  (13, 3:2,4:17, Jn 10)           b. False converts (15)           c. Abuse of God's Word (16-22)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
3. CASE IN POINT     (6-7)
a. Documented abuses  (16-22, 5:33-37,Col 2:16-17)                b. “By what standard”                    c. Application 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Close: May we never censor the Gospel, but instead throw wide the door of the kingdom in our own heart, and to 
others by practicing and preaching repentance and faith in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins!
….................................................................................................................................................................................
FAMILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Monday                       Tuesday                  Wednesday                Thursday                 Friday               Saturday
Theme:                      Theme:                        Theme:                        Theme:                    Theme:                Theme:
Betrayal 1                            Betrayal 2                                      Hearing                                 Declaration                       Vow & victory                     Offering
Verses:                           Verses:                             Verses:                          Verses:                       Verses:                      Verses:
I Sm 23:19-29                          I Sm 26                                    Ps 54:1-3                             Ps 54:4-5                                Ps 54:6-7                Hb 9:14,Rm 12:1
   FURTHER STUDY:   see 'Further Study' posted weekly at providencecrosslake.com    


