Sermon Notes Providence Community Church
2-15-15 Ken Carlton Title: THE VALLEY OF TRANSFIGURATION
Main Text: Mat 17:14-27

Sermon Description: One of the most discouraging, typical, and telling scenes in the history of Israel's
existence as a freed nation occurs upon Moses' descent from the mountain of law revelation. The scene that
greets him in the valley causes Moses' anger to burn hot against his nation. The Lord's wrath also burned hot
enough to consume this 'stiff-necked' people. The state of degenerate heart and mind evident in this
condescension scene is indicative of man's sin nature and is paralleled in Matthew 17 as Christ descends His
mountain of transfiguration where His glory has been revealed surpassing that of Elijah and Moses. He is
greeted by a people He describes as a faithless and twisted generation. By this measure, it would seem that
history just repeats itself with hopeless despair, but the record in Matthew continues to unfold not just in striking
parallel, but also in striking contrast... as we behold Christ as Hebrew's author describes Him as distinct from
Moses (Heb 3:5-6) “Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to
be spoken later, but Christ is faithful over God's house as a son.” In Matthew 17, we behold the glorious
distinction as the beloved Son with whom the Father is well pleased speaks. Listen to Him!

Heading: Understanding post-transfiguration events illustrated by contextual parallels...

1. FIRE & WATER — SONS OF ADAM VS. SONS OF GOD (Mat 17:5-7, 14-16)
a. League of satan (Mt 18:1-14) b. Son vs. son (Lk 9:38) c¢. Will bent toward judgment (II Pet 3:5-6)

. FAITHLESS & TWISTED — THE CONDESCENSION SCENE
. O.T. Parallels and contrasts (Ex 32:7-35) b. Any less deserving? (Mt 17:17) c¢. Who is killed? (Mt 16:22-23)

o N

. MUSTARD SEED & MOUNTAIN — KINGDOM FAITH
. Metaphor parallels in Mat. (13:31-32, Acts 19:13-17) b. Prophetic history (Jer 51, Dan 2) c. 2 & 2 together

o W

4. SONS & TAXES — JESUS AND GOVERNING AUTHORITIES
a. Original levy (Ex 30:11-16) b. Levying authority c. Dynastic Son

Close: A recent message bore a title that could apply to this passage as well - “The Condescension of the
Glorified Christ”, we referenced Calvin and his commentary on these verses which includes the quote: “He
(Jesus) had more extensive dominion than all earthly kings, since He had even fishes for His tributaries.”
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